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17 * may juſtly be queſtioned, whether many of the 
late Writers, who have communicated their 
Thoughts to the Public concerning the Corn Trade, 
| have not conſidered the Aﬀair in too reftrained 
- oa light; as alſo whether the Alterations they pro- 
* in the Method of carrying on this Trade, and 
the Amendments they would make in the Laws 
relating eberetos, eu ſuit any other than par- 
ticular Places. 

It is a quite an ferent Thing to make Laws for 
the Regulation of Trade in one particular Town, 
and to make Laws for Regulating ſo conſiderable 

à Trade as that of Corn is throughout ſo large a 
Kingdom as this of Great-Britain z which muſt be 
_ acknowledged by all, who confi der how much tbe 
annual Produce in many Places falls ſhort of the 
general Conſumption of the Inhabitants, whilſt in 
others it exceeds it. 
Theſe Conſiderations have given riſe to the 
following Eſſay ; wherein is laid down a general, 
ut fair Relation, in what Method the Corn Trade 
is at preſent carried on in theſe Kingdoms; togetber 
with the Laws relating thereto : And till the Na- 
ture and Method of carrying on this Buſineſs in 
general is well underſtood, it is bardly poſſible to 
make Laws for its Regulation with am Proba- 
bility of Succeſs. 
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ON THE 


CORN TRADE, 


AND 


CORN LAWS 


NL TH O UOG it be the 2 
08 Opinion, that the preſent Dear- 


A . neſs of Corn ariſes principally 


> from the Avarice of the Farmers 


"DX x 


chants, Millers, Bakers and Deal- 


ers in Corn; yet there is Cauſe to believe, that 


it ariſes chiefly, if not wholly, from a real 
Scarcity, occaſioned by the ſhort Crops, which 
for three or four Years paſt have been in the 


Wef and Northweſt Parts of the Kingdom, 


and from the general Shortneſs of the Crop 
throughout the whole Kingdom in the Year 
1756. For ſuppoſing the Crop of the laſt 
Tear 1757 to have been as good as the fine 

Proſpect 


— 8 


e : 


and Iniquity of the Factors, Mer- 
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by nels Re” © 
Proſpect in the Field promiſed, [which there is: 
Realon to doubt, much of it being lighter, by 
two or three Pounds in @ Buſhel, than in fine 
Tears, from the Blight or Mildew brought on by, 
the dry Weather] it would not be ſufficient to re- 
duce the Price much, or ſoon, as little or no 
old Stock was left remaining, and of Courſe a 
much larger Quantity of this Year's Growth 
muſt be already conſumed than is uſual at this 
Time of the Year. To confirm theſe Obſerva- 
tions, if we recur to former Times, we ſhall 
find that in the EY 1693 Wheat roſe from 
21. 6s. to 31. 7s. h Quarter, and was not 
much under that Price [except in 1695, when 
it was 21. 135.] till 1700, when it came down 
to 40s. In 1709 Wheat roſe from 2]. 1s. 6d. 
to 31. 18s. 6d. at which. Price, within Sixpence, 
it continued the next Year, and was not fo 
low, as 40s., till 1718. In 1740 Wheat roſe to 
21. 15s. from 11. 178. 6d; and though the 
Clamour was at that Time as much againſt 
Farmers, &c. as it now is, and the Harveſt * ö 
1741 Was good, both as to Quantity and 
lity, yet Wheat was at 21. 7. throughout t 
Tear; though in 1742 it came down t9 1. oe” 
and after that continued ders and was 
r | . 
But how reaſonable ſoever this may 8 
yet it muſt be owned that the general Opinion, 
even amongſt many Perſons of Rank and Cha-. 
racter, appears to be on the oppoſite Side of 


. the Queſtion. The Dearnefs of Corn i is felt; 
and how to bring the Corn Trade under ſuch 
Regulations for the future, as to prevent the 
like Piſtreſs hereafter, is under the Conſideration 
of the Parliament. And we may juſtly expect from 


the Lieegfiry and Abt ies of the Honourable 
= LT 7 = Perſons 


— 
Perſons to whom this Affair is committed; that 
the Buſineſs of the Corn Trade will be thorough+ 
ly examined, from the firſt throwing of the 
Seed into the Ground, to the Conſumption of 
the Product in Bread and Drink, or the Ex- 
_ of ſuch Part of it as may at any 
ime be conveniently ſpared; as alſo that the ſe- 
veral Laws which, fince Edward vi. have been 
made in Relation thereto, with the good or bad 


Effects they have had, and wherein and why.. 


the Expectations of them have been anſwered 
or failed, will be carefully enquired into and 
examitied; and the Laws themſelves in conſe- 
quenee thereof be either confirmed or amended. 

Corn is to be conſidered both as a Food and 
Merchandize. The providing it either by grow- 
ing or importing, its Preſervation for Uſe or 


Sale, the Preparation of it for Food by grind- 


g and baking, the fixing, or rather declaring, 
the Price of Bread, and what Weight the fame 
ſhould be of according to the Price” of Corn, 
are particulars which have at all times, and in 


all places, been more or leſs the Care, and 


fallen under the Direction of the Civil Mayil- 
trates. The Parliaments of this üg N as 
appears by the Statute Book, have frequently 
had this matter under their Conſideration, and 


generally treated it in the View we have men- 
tioned above, both as Food and Merchandize. 
In almoſt every Statute which attempts any Re- 


gulation in this Trade, we may vilibly diſcern 
they have endeavoured to order it ſo, that while 
they were guarding againft any thing which 
might tend to diſtreſs the Poor, they bave 
taken care that Tillage ſhould not be diſcourag- 
ed. To this End they have i fixed the 
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Prices at which all Perſons might buy and lay 


up Corn, or export it; and ſeem to have en- 
deavoured, by all poſſible Means, to make the 
People ſee it in the ſame Light; having in the 
Space of Seventy nine Years, beginning with 
1548, the 5th of Edward vi. and ending with 
1627 the 3d of Charles 1. paſſed Eight ſeveral 
Acts, as may be ſeen below, in which they 
have increaſed the Exportation Price from 6s. 8d. 
[equal to 20s. of our Money] to 32s. the Quar- 
ter. How this Trade was managed during the 


Rebellion doth not appear. But on the Reſto- 


1+ 


ration, in 1660, the Exportation Price was 
immediately ſet at 40s. the Quarter. In 1663, 
only three Years after, it was carried to 48s. 
By this Law, which appears to have an- 
ſwered the Intentions of the Legiſlature, as 
Wheat, which for 20 Years before, viz. from 
1646 to 1666, had been on the Average 
21. 178. 5d. 2 Quarter, was for 20 Years 
after, viz. from 1666 to 1686 only 21. 6s. 3d. 
uarter on the Average, it was. enacted, 
that when Wheat doth not exceed that Price, 
all and every Perſon may buy, lay up and keep 
the ſame, and fel] it again, under ſuch Regu- 


* lations as by the ſaid Act are laid down. 


| 

# | 
x 
F 


This was a virtual Repeal of the Acts 5 and 6 
of Edward vi. and 5 Elizabeth, ſo far - leaſt 
as they regard Licenſing till Wheat is 48s. 
for, doubtieis, upon paſſing this Act, many 
engaged in the Corn Trade, who were not 
qualified to take out Licenſes by the former 
Statutes, and if at any Time it happened 
that out of, or between the Quarter Seſſions, 
Wheat came to exceed 48s. when none could 
be licenſed, it could not be ſuppoſed that all 
"IP and felling Corn ſhould ceaſe till 5 
ce 8 


1 


cenſes could be granted; nor would it be 


right to oblige ſuch, who were not qualified 
to take Licences by the former Acts, and yet 
had legally, while Wheat was under 488. by 
this Act, engaged their Fortunes in this Trade, 
immediately to leave off; and where would 
others be found, who had ſufficient Knowledge, 
or were diſpoſed and ready to enter into this 
Trade, which any might again reſume on che 
Fall of the Prices of Grain 120 | 

It might be the Intent of the Propoſers, 
or Makers of this Law [15 Car. II.] to leaye the 
Corn Trade, as it hath in Effect been ever ſince, 
free and open, and fo much did the Deſire of ma- 
king Corn a Merchandize then prevail; that in the 
Year 1670 an Act was paſſed allowing Wheat to 
be exported even after it exceeded 488. paying 
the Cuſtom; from which Time till 4688 the 
Average Price of Wheat was 21. 6s. a Quar- 

ter; in which Year, nevertheleſs, an Act was 
paſſed, repealing all Cuſtom, and giving a 


Bounty of 58. H Quarter on Exportation, till 


it ſhould exceed 48s. the Quarter; after which, 4-4 Y 


till 1693, Wheat, on the Average, was 36s. 3. 
F Quarter only; but growing and continuing 
dearer till 1698, the Exportation was forbid 
for one Year, and then, for 9 Months, the 
Bounty was ſuſpended; from the Expiration of 
which Term, till 1709, Wheat continued 
cheap, the Average Price being 11. 14s. 5d, 
Y Quarter; but in that Year it roſe to 31. 18s, 
Ed. q Quarter, and Exportation was again 
prohibited for one Year; yet Wheat was never 
under 40s. till 1718; from which Time, till 
1725, it continued under that Price; from 


1725 to 1730 it was on the Average 21. 78. 5 
| | An 
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(59 
and in che Year 1729 an Act was paſſed, re- 
arding the Importation, [as alſo in 1732 and 
the Method of enquiring into the Price, in order 
to fix the Duty on Importation, was ſettled. 
From 1729 to 1740 the Price was 11. 15S. 7d. 
d Quarter; in which Year the Price was 
21. 158. and the Exportation again prohibited 
for one Year. It continued at 221, 78. the fol- 
lowing Year; but from thence to 1756 the 
Frice was II. 148. 3d. In the latter End of that 
Year, and the Beginning of 1757, growing ex- 
ceſſive dear, and great Di:turbances ariſing under 
Pretence of the high Price, the Parliament again 
took the Affair into Conſideration, and paſſed 
one Act to ſtop the Diſtillery, another to prohi- 
bit for a Year the Exportation, and a third to 
allow the. Importation Duty free, for a Time 
certain; in which Ads, (all which Acts have 
have been revived and continued this preſent 
Seſſions) ſuch neceſſary Claulcs were inſerted 
as prove they never forgot or intended to op- 
preſs the Farmer, whilſt they endeavoured to 
relieve the Poor. 

Eut Corn is ſtill dear, and the Diſcontent near 
the ſame, and how far the Farmers and others 
concerned in the Corn Trade may be, or are 
culpable, or whether all, or any of them, are to 
blame at all, may in ſome meaſure be determi- 
ned by refle&ing on the Nature of, and the 
manner in which, each branch of this buſineſs is 
tranſacted, and perhaps, what fellows may be 
w tome Uie to that End. 

In regard to the procuring a ſufficient Provi- 
"as of our own Growth, or by Importation, 
the Legiſlature ſeems to have taken the follow- 
ing Care. Firſt, as mucn as pcii;ble by encou- 

raging 


raging the Farmer to till fo much Land, that our 
own Growth may be ſufficient, and, in Caſe it 
ſhould exceed the Conſumption, by making Pro- 
viſion for a Bounty to be paid in order to export 
the Surplus, whereby the Farmer's Fears of 
Loſs, in that Caſe, are removed, or rather 
prevented. Secondly, by a Law impowering 
the Magiſtrates every ſix or three Months to 
allow of the Importation for ſix or three 
Months to come, on a very moderate Duty, 
after Wheat exceeds 3 38. 4d. the Quarter, and 
by the late Act, for a time certain, Duty free; 
in all which, as was beſore obſerved, the In- 
tereſt of the Farmer was remembered as well as 
the Neceſſities of the Poor. | 
And here it may not be amiſs to confider 
more at large the Circumſtances, and general 
Method of Marketing, of our preſent Farmers, 
or Growers of Corn, and the Merchants, Fac- 
| tors, and others, concerned in this Trade. 
Now the Farmers may be divided into four 
Claſſes, diz. the poor Farmer, the Farmer in 
moderate Circumſtances, the Farmer in good 
Circumſtances, and the rich Farmer. 


1. The poor Farmers, who are very nume 


rous, with great Difficulty and Labour, and 
ſeldom without ſome Credit, as well, from the 
Shopkeepers, as their Landlord, are able to ſub- 
fiſt themſelves and Families till after Harveſt, 
and their Crops are generally all threthed, - fold, 
and gone bejore Chriſtmas, or by tae Times cheir 


Lands are in order and the Seed put into the 


Ground for the next Year's Crop. 
2. The Farmers in moderate Chiron 


whole Neceſſities, nevertheleſs, are ſuch, that, 


as each Seed - time, every Quarter, and Fair 
2 1 come 
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come found, they are obliged to raiſe Money 
to defray the Expence, pay Rent, or buy in 
live Stock, and, if they have any Corn left in 
May, they think themſelves well off. 

The Farmers in good Circumſtances, who 
generally have it in their Power, after ſeeding 
their Lands, paying Rent, purchaſing live Stock, 
and paying all other Expences through the 
Tear, to reſerve a few Loads of Wheat to ſell 
in, or after Harveſt, in order to bear the Ex- 
** thereof, and in Expectation, if the Seaſon 

ould prove bad, to make a better Price than 
before Harveſt. 

4. The rich Farmers, who are in a Capacity, 
as to Fortune, to keep the whole, or the great- 


eſt part of their Crops, the Year over, ſpecu- 


late on the Markets, threſh out and ſell when 
they like the Price. Theſe in ſome meaſure 
ſerve -at their own private Expence the ſame 
Purpoſe as public Magazines, and without 
many ill Conſequences which might attend ſuch 
Magazines, keeping a Quantity of Corn in the 
Nation, and the Markers from being unreaſo- 
nably dear; and, whatever may be thought, 
theſe Men ſcarcely ever have it in their Power, 


however in their Will, to diſtreſs the Poor; for 


their Numbers are bur ſmall, comparatively 
ſpeaking, and the Waſte made by Vermin makes 
their Expence in keeping it very great, and fre- 
quently forces them to market e than they 
might otherwiſe intend to go. | 

The next thing to be conſidered is the Pre- 
ſervation of Corn when grown, both for Uſe 
and Sale, and in this regard is to be had both to 
| Quantity and 3 Such Quantity ſhould 
; be 


— 


| 1 : 
be always in the Nation as will be ſufficient for 
the Conſumption of the current Year, and alſo 
to ſupply any accidental Deficiency in the Crop; 
and this muſt be kept, either in public Maga- 
zines, or private Hands. How far the Farmers 
keep, or can keep, may be obſerved from the 
Account of their uſual Method of Trade, as 
before related, from which it may be gathered 
that the Sale in the fore part of the Yea, or 
immediately after Harveſt, is more than the 
Conſumption, - and if the Exceſs is-not then laid 
up in Granaries, the ſame would be, in all Pro- 
bability exported, and Corn before the next 
Harveſt become ſcarce, and conſequently dear. 
But this is provided for and prevented by 
Act 15 Car. II. which enables, or impowers, 
all Perſons to buy, and lay it up; in conſequence 
of which many ſubſiſt by ſtoring up this Exceſs 
at their own Riſque, and the Public, or Legiſ- 
ature, have ſeldom any Neceſſity to take any 
care about it, and were never yet (at leaft ſince 
this Act paſſed) obliged to form Magazines, 
which, if ever they ſhould be obliged to do, 
might become. a very great Diſcouragement to 
\ Tillage, and the Corn Trade, and in the End 
make Corn dearer than before, as. the Farmer, 
ſeeing large Quantities collected together in one 
View, might imagine Corn would never bear a 
Price for the future, and the Fear of the Mar- 
ket being ſpoiled by the Magazines being open- 
ed would prevent all private Perſons from keep- 
ing a ſufficient Quantity by them, to carry on 
their Buſineſs with Profit, and conſequently the 
Trade would decline, or be in a manner leit off, 
which might be attended with many other ill 
Conſequences, at preſent impoſſible to be known, 
or 
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or foreſeen; Neither can that Care be taken to 
preſerve the Corn from Corruption, Decay, or 

being diminiſhed or deſtroyed by Vermin, in 
ſuch public Magazines, as in private Hands, 
| and conſequently the Goodneſs of the Quality 
; cannot be ſo weil prelerved ; for they will fet- 
.dom be emptied more than once a Year, and all, 
: who know the Corn Trade, know how difficult 
it is: in this Climate to preſerve Corn ſweet, ater 
it is out of the Straw, for the whole Year 
round. 
But in private Hands, though the Quantity 
may be, and generally is, as large as it would 
be in public Magazines, yet it is always circu- 
lating, by many ſhifted once a Month, and 
by ſcarcely any leſs than three Times a Year; in 
_ Conſequence of which the Corn hath no Time 
to decay, and the Vermin, ſuch as Rats and 
Mice, are too well watched to be permitted to 
deſtroy it; for were the private Trader to ſuf- 
| fer them to make much Waſte, or the good 
Quality of but a ſmall Part of what he circulites 
in the Year to be ſpoiled, by the natural De- 
cay of the Corn, which is very apt to heat, 
and thercb7 introduce an innumerable Army of 
Worms, or Weavils, it might bid fair to wipe 
off all his Profits for that Time. 
Ihe Preparation of the Corn for Food, by 
7 grinding and baking, is the next Gander aste: 
in regard to both which our Parliaments have 
very properly and judiciouſſy interfered; where 
Corn is ground for Hire, puniſhing the Miller 
ir he takes more than his juſt Due for Toll, 
though the grinding being now in moſt Places 
paid for in Money, theſe Laws are but little 
known ; and where Bread is | baked for Sale, 
fixing 


(6 5 
fixing the Aſſize, or Weight of the Penny ne 
other Loaves, according to the Price of the) 
Grain, Meal, or Flour, of which the ſame is 
made, having regard to the Sort or Fineneſs 
of the Bread, by which the Poor are, or ought 
to be, ſatisfied. As to the Baker, he hath no 
more than a reaſonable Allowance; and if he 
attempts any Fraud, the Magiſtrate has 1t in 
his Power to puniſh him for the ſame. 

It were hard to ſay which of cheſe Trades 
lies under the worſt Imputations at preſent; 
ſome of them are of a ſerious Nature, many 
trifling, and many contrary to common Senſe. 
What Truth there is in any of them, doubtleſs, 
the Parliament will enquire, and cauſe thoſe to be 
properly puniſhed who have offended againſt any 
Law now in being, and provide ſuch Laws 
as may ſeem proper to-prevent ſuch Male-prac- 
tices in both Trades for the Fo as: the pre- 
ſent Laws will not reach. 

What has been already ſaid en ſerve to 
give 2 general Idea of the Corn Trade; yet it 
may not be improper to be a little. more parti- 
cular in regard to the Method in which it is 
carried on by Merchants and Factors, Meal- 
men and Meal- factors, Millers and Bakers. 

Now, Corn may be conſidered as a Mer- 
chandize, not only in- regard of the Exportation 
to, and Importation of it from, foreign Parts, 
but alſo in regard to the buying and tranſport- 
ing it from one Part of the ſame Kingdom to 
another; ſince in many Parts much more is 
grown chan the Inhabitants can conſume, and 
in many others enough is not grown for the 
Uſe of tlie People; and Merchants and Factors 
are employed in this Buſineſs, either ee 

New 
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their own Accounts, or by Cammition,- & 8 
Opportunity offers. And this muſt 375 
have been the Caſe, as the Members of Cities 
and large Towns being employed about other 
Affairs, and often at a great Diſtance from the 
growing Counties, can neither have had Leiſure 
nor Opportunity to fetch it themſelves; and 
thoſe Purveyors, Laders, Badgers, Kidders, 
& Carriers, mentioned in the old Statutes, muſt 
have been Men employed in the ſame ſort of 
Buſineſs as our preſent Merchants and Factors 
are; nor was the Statute, 3 and 6 Edward v1. 
made to give riſe to, but to regulate, their Me- 
thod of Trade, ſome evil Practices having crept in 
among them, which were rather increaſe by 
that Law than removed, as appears by 5 Elia. 
all which Regulations ſeem to have been rendred 
uſeleſs, or rather repealed by Statute 15 Car. 11. 
as was before abſerved, and the Corn Trade 
left in a Manner free.. 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that theſe Merchants 
and Factors are averſe to large Profits, or that 
they will not get what they can for their Trou- 
ble; but their Number ſeems too great for 
them ever to combine, by refuſing to ſell at 
reaſonable Prices, to oppreſs the People. For 
as the Commodity they deal in is periſhable, ſhould 
they ever have ſuch Thoughts, they might, loſe 
more by the Corn growing worſe, than gain by 
the Contrivance, before they could attain their 
Ends. I fay not that it is impoſſible, that At- 
tem ts of this kind may be ſometimes. made in 
particular Places, but then they will general!) 
turn out to the Loſs of ſuch Schemers, whilf 
the Poſt is regular, and the Corn Trade con- 


tinues free; for Intereſt never llecps, and ever 
| Ad- 
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Advance of Price is quickly known to all Dealers, 
and a Deſire of ſharing in the Profit will ſoon 
overſtock the Market. © 4114 125 
MMealmen and Mealfactors are employed in 
Meal and Flour, as Merchants and Factors are 
in Corn, and often have Mills of their own, 
tho? they ſometimes hire; but in the laſt Caſe 
the Miller is but a very inconſiderable Perſon, 
barely living when Corn is in Plenty round his 
Mill, and at other Times being greatly diſtreſ® } 
kd ; which hath been the Reaſon that many of | 
them, who could raiſe a Capital, have engaged 
in the Meal and Flour Trades, adding to their old 
Occupation thoſe of Mealmen, and Meal factors. 
Having mentioned the Word Capital, it may 
not be improper to obſerve, that to carry on 
-every Branch of the Corn and Flour Trades, a 
much larger Sum- of Money is required than 
may commonly be imagined, but will eaſily be 
believed, when it is remembered, that the 
whole is paid for in preſent Money, and though 
ſome Part may be returned in a Month, yet the 
whole, by thoſe who have any conſiderable 
Trade, is not returned more than three or four 
Times in a Lear; and he that cannot in plenti- 
ful Markets lay in a Stock, but is obliged to 
buy in Proportion to his Sales in ſnort Markets, 
will find his Trade turn out to little Account. 
The following general Calculation may ſerve 
to illuſtrate this ſtill more. Suppoſe the whole 
Number of the People to be ſix Millions, and 
that they each eat one Quarter of Bread Corn 
yearly of thirty Shillings Value; that they 
each drink the Produce of four Buſhels, in the 
ſame Time, of the Value of Ten Shillings; 
that the whole Quantity of Oats, Beans and 
other Corn, given to and conſumed by _ 
8 es, 
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ſes, mk. Oxen, other Cattle and Poultry, 
in the ſame Time, is equal in Number of Quar- 
ters to half the Quantity conſumed in Bread on- 
ly; each Quarter of which may be valued on 
the Average at ſixteen Shillings : And laſtly, 
ſuppoſe the annual Quantity exported (though 
this ſeems moſt liable to be doubted) is equal 
in Value to one Sixteenth Part of the Home 
Conſumption, and that the Account ſtands thus, 


VIZ. 


5 Quarters F 6. d. 

Bread Cory — — = 6,000,000 at 30s. — , oo, ooo o 0 
Corn made into Drink — 3, ooo, ooo at 2086. 3, ooo, oo © + 
Oats, &c. for Cattle & Poultry 3,000,000 at ibs, — 2,400,000 o © 


ets. Mt i 6 Mt. 


1'Total of the Home Canſumption, Value C. 14,400,000 o © 
Add the Value of 1g thereof for the Export N — 900,008 © © 20 


— os... Mi. 


* Total value of Corn conſumed and exported Le 1 5,300,000 0.0 


* 
%. 


— Sbppoſe the Money returried 4 Times a Year, J is C. — @ o 
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Now let us conſider, dat though ſome few 
concerned in- the Export may have larger Deal- 
ings, yet he is reckoned no ſmall Trader who 
returns one hundred Quarters weekly, and 
Multitudes do not return forty Quarters in that 
Time; and at the ſame Time let us reflect on the 
Number of Perſons who muſt be employed in 
the Corn Trade, (to which may be added the 
Farmers and Growers, who probably are ten 
Tinies more in Number than the others) and. 
it may then be eaſy to judge how far it may 
be like y they ſhould all combine to inhance 
the Price, more than the Smallneſs of the Quan- 


oy ue” requite ; as the leaſt of them all, in 
4 ſuch 
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ſuch Caſes, who ſhould ſell through Fear, Ne- 
ceſſity, or Inclination, would break the Knot... 
It is true, an Opinion or Prepoſſeſſion that 
Things are ſcarce may ſometimes accidentally” 
run through the Body, and raiſe the Price, but 
nothing but a real Scarcity can ſupport it; and 
though perhaps, the Steadineſs in the Price of 
Corn may be deemed a certain Proof of its being 
in Plenty; yet this Steadineſs may, in a great 
Meaſure, be 8 if not ſometimes pro- 
cured, by the Magiſtrates, as will be explained 
below. „ „ £4 2 

And here it may not be amiſs to take No- 
tice, how much the Generality of People differ 
in Opinion, in regard to the whole Quantity 
rown, and the Proportion which the annual 
Produc of Corn in this Kingdom bears to the 
onſumption, or rather what the latter bears 
to the former; it being very common to hear. 
Men of good Capacities and Underſtanding aſ- 
ſert, that we commonly grow enough in one 
Year to ſerve two, often three, nay ſome do not 
ſcruple to advance, that in one good Tear We 
grow enough to ſerve ſeven Years. In ſome 
particular Pariſhes this poſſibly may be true, 
but it is very far from being the Caſe through- 
out the whole Kingdom. Let us only ſuppoſe 
we grow enough to ſerve fifteen Months, Now, 
to make the Thing plain, we ſay, that in twelve 
Months we conſume twelve Quarters, and we 
ſuppoſe, that the Export and Diſtiller together 
take off one Quarter and half more, which is 
beyond the Truth; in this Caſe the whole, uſed 
and exported, will amount to thirteen Month 
and a half, and we have one Month and a hal 
left; which, even ſuppoſing. our Account in 


—— 

regard to the Conſumption as above, to exceed 
the Truth, one ſixth Part will in ten Years 
amount to twelve Millions of Quarters, and be 
worth as many Pounds at leaſt. Now, we had 
ten as good Years as ever were known in Suc- 
ceſſion from 1741 to 17313 Nay, if the com- 
mon Opinion is right, we have had ſixteen. 
But where was the Corn ſeen in 1751 ? Or what 
is become of it now? Let us reflect on the 
Appearance of Stacks and Fulneſs of Barns after 
Harveſt in every Year, and chen ſay where ſuch 
a Quantity could lie concealed, either in the 
Straw, or out. It could not be hid. Corn, 

even, when threſhed, is a very bulky Commo- 
dity, and requires much Room to be properly 
preſerved ; and when lately it happened that a 
reat Quantity of Wheat was imported into 
F at once, which could not be above forty 
thouſand Quarters, the whole Importation not 
amounting to Seventy, and the Merchants, who 
could not meet with Sales, were obliged to lay 
it up, they found it extremely difficult to get 
ſufficient Granaries for that purpoſe; and yet a 
Gentleman in Appearance took the Liberty to 
fay, and that too in a public Inn, that, of his 
own Knowledge, one Man had engroſſed and 
laid up Wheat enough to ſerve the City of Lon- 
don and Suburbs chree Months; which is at 
leaſt 150,000 Quarters, and was worth at that 
Time near J. 400,000. So apt are Men to talk 

freely of what they have ſo little Knowledge. 
The forementioned Calculations are excluſive 
of the Seed, which is at leaſt equal to one 
tenth Part of the Growth, and, 'almoſt every 
Year, whilſt it is putting into the Ground, oc- 
caſions ſome ſmall Riſe in the Markets ; and the 
_ Mouths 
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Mouths of the clamorous are then open againſt 
the Engroſſers; but they don't conſider, that, 
at that Time, the Demand is more than dou- 
ble to what it is at other Times; neither need the 
Quantity uſed for Seed be taken Notice of, 
when we conſider how much more the annual 
Produce is leſſened by a Failure in the Crop, of 
only one ſixth Part, than is taken off, on an 
Average, by both Diſtiller and Exporter. 8 
In the firſt Calculation we ſuppoſed the Quan- 
tity uſed by the Diſtiller to be comprehended in 
that uſed for Drink, and in the ſame Account 
the Export is reckoned at only one Sixteenth of 
the -Conſumption. In the laſt we reckoned 
both together to amount to one Eighth of the 
Conſumption. Both theſe Eſtimations were ſo 
made in order to give the greater Face of Pro- 

bability to the Argument. 

Nov, ſuppoſe the annual Produce of an Acxe 
in common, beſides Seed for the next Year, is 
three Quarters, and that one Eighth, in com- 
mon, is taken off by the Diſtiller and Exporter, 
that is, three Buſhels; and then, ſuppoſe the 
Crops fall ſhort one ſixth Part, amounting to 
four Buſhels; by this Means there will be a 
Diminution of one Third more than the whole 
Quantity taken off by the Diſtiller and Export- 
er, on the Average, which, perhaps, may not 
have been enough conſidered. | 

Let us make one ſhort Reflection, and then 
return to our Subject. The Exporter and Diſ- 
tiller, whether they take off one Eighth, or on- 
ly one Sixteenth of the Produce, are large Cuſ- 
tomers, and give great Encouragement to Til - 
lage; for whatever may be thought to the con- 


5 trary, the Quantity ſown will bear a Proportion 


to the ä and if one * or one Six- 
teenth 
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reenth, of the Demand is taken away, the 
Farmer finding his Stock too large, will con- 
trire to leſſen it, by growing leſs; as, on the 
contrary, he will endeavour to grow more, 
when the Demand, increaſes; and for this Reaſon, 
in dear . Years, the Demand being, at leaſt in 
Ax e increaſed, a much larger Quantity 
is always ſown; and though this for the pre- 
ſent fail helps to increaſe the Scarcity, it never- 
theleſs makes Proviſion for greater Plenty the 
enſuing Year. The Quantity of Corn in plen-, 
tiful Years + exported and diſtilled may be. 
compared to the Expences of a Man of Fortune 
in Diverſions and Amuſements, for which he, 
takes Care to provide the proper Funds, as well 
as for Neceſſaries; but theſe increaſing, he is 
content to forego his Pleaſures, and applies 
what was provided for them, to ſupply his 
Wants, and by that Means finds Comfort, 
when otherwiſe be would have been in Diſ- 
eels. he w_ 
But to return to our Subje3. 
The Method in which Bakers carry on their 
Trade is different, according to their different Si- 
tuations. Many, in Country Places, buy all in 
2 and have it ground, either on Hire, or 
| Hls of their own: Some buy only Part in 
Can, and Part in Flour, or Meal, as Oppor- 
tunity offers; whilſt others buy all they Uſe, 


in Londen more particularly, in Flour of the 
| | Mealmen 


+ If theſe Reflections are right, neither 3 or Dic. 
tiller ſhould be too much diſcouraged, and the Diſtiller 
[ while Spirits are uſed] ſhould have the Preference in Point' 
of Policy; ſince, it is ſaid, he pays fixteen Shillings and 
upwards for Liberty to. uſe what the Exporter hath large 
Sems for takes, away. 
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Mealmen, or Mealfactor; and theſe laſt are 
moſt capable to make good Bread for a Con- 
fancy ; for the Mealmen buying larger: Quan- 
tities, and the Mealfactor having many ' Sorts 
to ſell, they ſcarcely ever uſe the Flour of one 
Sort of Wheat alone; and the Advantage this 
gives them, is inconceivable; for a Number of 
Sorts judicioufly mixed, by the mutual Aſſiſ- 
tance of their different Qualities, ariſing from 
the various Soils on which they grow, will do 
much better than almoſt any one Sort alone. 
Whereas the Baker, who buy 9 for himſelf, is 
always obliged to uſe — hath bought, tho” 
his Judgment may have deceived him in the 
buying, for the Market may not have enabled 
him to provide himſelf with ſuch as in Quality 
he may have deſired, or having been bought 
good it may be by Accident debaſed in grind- 
ing, each of which Circumſtances will at different 
Times be the Caſe; and when any of them 
happen to the Mealman, he will have better Op- 
portunities of helping himſelf, by er fuck 
Meal for a Coarſer Uſe. 

When the Bakers have provided the When, 
Meal, or Flour, to make Bread, they are, or 
may be, bound to make it of ſuch Weight, or 
ſell it at ſuch Price as the. Magiſtrates ſhall or- 
der, who are authoriſed by Law to ſet the 
ſame, according to the Price which the Grain, 
Meal, or Flour, whereof it is made, bears in 
the Market, common or reaſonable Allowance 
being made them for their Labour; and this 
Power of the Magiſtrate, diſcreetly exerciſed, may 
be of great Ule in checking the too great a 
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Wheat muſt alter four Shillings in the Quar- 
for the Price of the Peck Loaf to vary two 
— and the Price of the Peck Loaf being ge- 
nerally between 18 Pence and 3 Shillings, e every 
ſuch Variation may be called 85 Cent, or 
Ex of the whole Value, which is a great Deal. 
Now, ſuppoſe that Wheat ſhould vary in 
one Week eight Shillings per Quarter, it might 
be proper for the Magiſtrates to raiſe or lower 
the Weight and Price of Bread, as if it had va- 
ried only four Shillings ; always remembring to 
ballance the Account, which they will ſcarcely 
miſs an Opportunity of doing within the Space 
of three Months, by giving the Baker, when 
he hath ſuffered, for the like Time that he hath 
ſuffered, as much more than the common Al- 
-Jowance, as will make up the Difference to 
him; and, on the contrary, taking from him 
when the Public hath ſuffered: | 
It is true the Table of Aſſize hath provided 
for an Alteration of one Penny the Peck, which 
is two Shillings in the Quarter of Corn; in re- 
gard to which the Magiſtrates may ſometimes 
proceed in a diſcretional Manner, as before 
hinted in regard to four Shillings. But they 
will find it impoſſible, many Times for a long 
while together, to raiſe and fall no more than 
one Penny in the Peck at a Time; and it may 
ſometimes happen, though it is preſumed very 
ſeldom, that they will be obliged to vary more 


than two Pence. 


If, from any accidental Glut in the Market, 
an extraordinary Fall in the Price ſhould hap- | 
pen, and the Magiſtrates ſhould exerciſe their 
Power with too much Exactneſs in fixing the 
Aſſize of FER it may deter thoſe who have 
Goods 
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Goods, preparing or prepared, from bringin 
them to, Market, .and make as fodder and eote 
ſiderable an Alteration the other Way, which 
it might be equally imprudent in them to fol- 
low in fixing the Price of Bread, as it might 
tend to alarm the Farmer, and make him for a 
Time withhold his Corn. Complaints. againſt 
the Farmers for withholding in Times of Scarci- 
ty are never wanting, and yet our Parliaments 
have not, as we know of, thought proper to 
make any Laws to compel them to ſell ; for 
which, doubtleſs they had good Reaſons. And 
Laws of this ſort ſeem needleſs, fince the Far- 
.mers are obliged to contrive the Matter fo, that 
their whole Srock may be ſold by Harveſt to 
make, Room for the growing Crop ; and the 
returning Demands they all, except a very few, 
have for Money, cauſe ſome of them every 
Market Day to ſell ſome Species of Corn or 
other, and thereby as regular and continual 
ſupply. in general is found, as could poſſibly 
be dealt out under the Direction of any Law. 
And, from ſome Years Obſervation, we are 
perſuaded, that if the Stock in the Farmers 
Hands had been annually taken Account of at 
Chriſtmas, Eaſter, or any other Time, nearly 
the ſame Quantity of the Crop would have 
been found exhauſted each Year at the ſame 
Time; and perhaps more would have been found 
_ exhauſted, both in very plentiful Years and very 
ſcarce Years, than in thoſe of moderate Plenty. 
In the firſt Caſe more Corn muſt be ſold to raiſe 
the like Sum, and in the laſt the Increaſe of 
Money ſeldom equals the Shortneſs of the Crop, 
and many Farmers find their Barns empty 
before they have raiſed ** neceſſary Sums. = 
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let us ; fuppoſe the Farmer in Times of Scarcity 
doth nor bring his Corn to Market in due Pro- 
portion according to the Time of the Year, it is 
poſſible, though he regards only himſelf, this 
Conduct may be of public Utility; for was he 
to ſupply the Market in the Beginning of the 
Year with as much as in good Years, too great 
a Quantity might be exported, and Famine 
ſtare us in the Face before next Harveſt. It 
will be replied, a reaſonable withholding may 
be right, but they always carry it to a wicked 
Exceſs. We allow this Caſe poſſible, but hard- 
Jy probable. The Hopes of Gain are always 
attended by Fears of Loſs ; and Fear being = 
ſtronger Paſſion of the two, and backed, 
Tegard to moſt of them, with their — 1 
ing Neceſſities, though ſome few may be car- 
Tied by. Ayarice ſo far as to withhold unreaſo- 
ably, yet much the greater Part, preſſed by 
Neceſſity, and urged by Fear, will act other- 
wiſe; and, upon the whole, the Quantity ſold 

will be generally found, even in ſcarce Times, 
in Proportion to the Time of the Year; and 
though upon any accidental Riſe, as above ob- 
ſerved, they might withhold for a Time, they 
could not continue to do it long, ſince in a very 
ſhort Time Corn would be brought from more 

diſtant Parts, and ſpoil their Sales. . 
a The Power of the Magiſtrates, in regard to 
the Aſſize, ſeems declaratory, and if they take 
Care that the Baker hath, one Time with ano- 
ther, the common, or Nionable Allowance, 
and no more, neither the People nor he are in- 
qared ; and if the Magiſtrates can [in which 
however they ſhould act upon good Informa 


non, and with great Caution] by ſometimes giving 
more, 
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more, and ſometimes leſs; to the Baker, keep the 
Markets tolerably ſteady, the Places where they 
preſide will hardly ever fail of a regular ſupply z 
and, perhaps, Caſes may have happened within, 
Memory, which, upon ASHER, may juſtify 
this Way of thinking. a. 

The Aſſize Table ſeems to want ſome En- 
largements, no Notice being therein taken what 
| portion to Wheat ; and, when this is 8 4 it 
might not be amiſs to explain the Method which 
ſhould be taken in ſetting the Aſſize out of 
Corporations, which is now ſeldom done, and 
in many Places neglected oniy_. becauſe the 
Law. ſeems. not explicit enough on that Head; 
though it may require great Care i in appointing 
for what Diſtrict the ſame ſhould be ſet ; poſſi- 
bly every Hundred may do; but, it ſeems, a 
certain Diſtance round every Corporation [in re- 
gard to London it would, be beſt if it were ten or 
twelve Miles] ſhould be obliged to follow the 
Aſſize ſer, and Orders made, by the Magiſtrate 
thereof 3. Otherwiſe, as; Bread may, and will, 
often be different in its Price in the Town and 
its Neighbourhood, a continual Diſcontent, ba 
Account thereof, will be kept up amongſt the 
Poor, which may, by the foregoing Method 
of making certain Diſtances round Corporations 
follow the Aſſize thereof, be prevented, and 
that without departing from the Rules of Juſ- 
tice, ſince, one Time with another, the Neigh- 
| bourhoods of Cities and great Towns are ſerved. 
much on the ſame Terms as they are. 

Thus have we 1n general conſidered the Corn 
Trade and Laws, endeavouring to ſhew 1n what, 
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Methods the Trade is carried on, from the 
Farmer to the Conſumer; and in what Light 
it hath, or ſ-ems to have, been regarded by ſe- 
veral Parliaments from Ed. vr. ro this Day, 
wherein we could not forbear to intermix a few 
Reflections; and, if our Account is generally 
true, moſt of thoſe who have wrote upon this 
Subject have been miſtaken; probably, from 
conſidering the Corn Trade and Laws as they 
regard or affect particular Places, or Parts' 
of the Kingdom only; whereas all OO made 
for the uſe of the whole Nation, ſhould be con- 
fidered in a more enlarged View. 2 
It is not intended to inſinuate, that His Com 
Trade wants no Regulation, or the Laws re- 
lating thereto no Explanation or Amendment, 
and that the Dealers in Corn are a ſort of righte- 
ous Men, who want no Reſtraint or looking 
after. All that is aimed at is only to fhew, that 
this Trade is at preſent under better Regulations, 
and the preſent Corn- Laws, tho' they may want 
ſome Amendments, much better adapted to the 
intended purpoſe, than is commonly imagined; 
and that, whatever may be in the Willof particular 
Perſons, Providence, by the Nature of the Com- 
modity, the large Sums neceſfary, and the 
Number of people required to carry on this 
Trade, hath put it out of the Power of the Corn- 
factors, and all others concerned therein, in any 
conſiderable degree to oppreſs the People, 
more eſpecially whilſt the prefent Laws are in 
force; and, we are fully perſuaded, no better 
Laws in general for the conducting this Affair 
can be delivered, how much ſoever, in parti- 
cular inſtances, they may be improved. Let us 
reflect once more upon what they ſay. 


To 


0 29 ) A | 
To the Farmer — Till your Land, and heart lot 
having ſo great a Plenty as to be a Burthen and 
loſs to you, for we will give a Bounty for the 
Exportation * of what can be ſpared. 
To the People Be not uneaſy at the mos 
tation of Corn, for when it begins to grow dear, 
the Bounty ſhall ceaſe *, and hen it is dear, it 
hall be imported at fuch a moderate and pr 
duty, as whilſt it adds ſo little to the Price 1 
as not to diſtreſs you, ſhall yet prevent ſo great 
a quantity being thrown in, as may deter our 
own Farmers from Tillage , nay, even when 
4 Wee Kung e it ſhall be W DOE 
ee. 1 18 
To 


* 1 Wilkam and Mary. f 2 and 5 George 11. | 

+ How far the Farmer may by Exportation, for which 
we give a Bounty, be prompted to till, or by the Prohibi- 
tion thereof generally, or abſolutely, or- by the Fear of 
large Importations, be diſcouraged from Tillage, our Legiſ- 
lators know; and the following ſhort Piece of Hiſtory,, 
communicated to me by a Gentleman, who was an Eye- 
witneſs of the Fact, may ſerve to ſhew their Wiſdom and 
Foreſight in making the Laws which are provided for that 
Purpoſe. | 

In T urkey, the Grand Vizir [between twenty and thirty, | 
Years ago] iuffered a more generai Exportation of Corn to 
| he carried on, and more openly, than any of his Predecef- 
ſors had done, inſomuch that three hundred French Veſſels, 
from twenty to two hundred Tons, were, on one Day, ſeen 
to enter Smyrna Bay to load Corn, and Wheat was then ſold, 
for leſs than Seventeen Pence Engliſb a Buſhel, with all the 
Expences in putting the fame on Board included. - 

From theſe open Proceedings, the Janizaries and People, 
took the Alarm, pretended that all the Corn was going to 
be exported, and that they, in conſequence, muſt be ftary- 
ed; and in Conftantinofle, grew ſo mutinous, that they 
could not be appeaſed till che Vizir was 1 and his 
Body thrown out to them. 

His Succeſſor took particular care not to ſplit. on the ſame - 


| Rock, and would ſaffer no Exportation at all; many of the 
Farmers, 


Wl 

To the Corn Merchants, Factors, Mealmen, 
Mealfactors, and all concerned and employed in 
rranfporting' Corn and Flour from the growing 
Counties, to ſuch Parts where the Conſumption 
exceeds the Growth, and collecting it for Ex- 
ation when allowed. Proceed freely in your 
Buſineſs, for if the falſe Notions, which the 
Populace may of themſelves conceive, or wick- 
ed Men for bad Purpoſes, or for want of better 
Information, may poſſeſs themſelves with, ſhould: 
make them interrupt you, and forcibly take 
away, or ſpoil your Property, the Place *, where 
fuch Interruption happens, ſhall pay the Damage, 
or thoſe who do it hall be puniſhed. But let not 


this promiſe of protection and recompenſe be ſo 
8 * 


Farmers, who looked on the Exportation as their greateſt 
Demand, negleted Tillage, to fave their Rents, which in 
that Country are paid either in Kind, or in Proportion to 
their Crops, to ſuch a Degree, that in lefs than three Years, 
the ſame * Quantity of Corn, which, in time of Export, 
fold for not quite Seventeen Pence, was worth more than 
Six Shillings, and the Diſtreſſes of the People in Smyrna 
were ſuch, that every Bakehouſe, and Magazine of Corn, 
was obliged to have a military Guard, which took care that 
no one Perſon ſhould have more than a fixed Quanti'y; and 
fo ſtrictly was this Order obſerved, that an Engliſb Ship, in 
the Turkey Trade, was detained from failing ſome time 
for want of Bread. | ee 
The ill Conſequences of theſe Proceedings were not re- 
moved in many Years, and to th's Day, the Fate of the 
Vizir, as an unfortunate good Man, is lamented. | 
While we have a Parliament, we need not fear ſuch ill 
Conſequences from the miſtaken Notions of the People, or 
the Farmer, bat, within Memory, the People, in more 
Parts of Great. Britain than one, have proceeded to Extre- 
mities upon as miſtaken Principles, as the People at Con- 
ftantinople did in the Caſe above related, and which, if 
they had not been timely checked, might have proved as 
much to their own Diſadvantage. | 
| "PT EY George 11. 
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ill. received, and ungratefully returned by you, 
as to induce you to endeavour to get an unrea- 
ſonable Gain, and to oppreſs the Poor; for, in 
that Caſe, we will ſet a price on your Com- 
modity , and puniſh you, if you do not com- 
ply with; our Orders; yet this ſhall be done, nor 
by any inferior Magiſtrates, who by their Con- 
nections may, however well they intend, be 
byaſſed either for or againſt you, or for Want 
of proper Information may give improper Or- 
ders, but by the Kings Privy Council, and 
eat Officers of State, or any Seven of them, 
of which the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaſurer, 
Lord Preſident, or Lord Privy Seal, ſhall be one, 
who being beſt appriſed of what is fit to be done 
throughout the whole Realm, and in every Part 
thereof, are, for that reaſon, the moſt capable to 
judge, and the only proper Perſons to be truſted 
in what is fit to be done in this affair. 
In regard to the Bakers, it is true, we have 
truſted them to Magiſtrates of Corporations and 
Juſtices of the Peace, who have à clear Rule 
for their Conduct. But while the Bakers act up- 
rightly, they may proceed with the ſame Free- 
dom and Safety, as all others may, in the car- 
rying on their Branch of the Corn Trade. 

In this ſmall Compaſs may be ſeen a general 
View and Purport of moſt of our Laws relating 
to the Corn Trade, [except thoſe regarding 
Malt, Markets, and Meaſures] and which it 
might be poſſible to reduce (except the Baking 
Ack, which ſcems neceſſary to be kept e 
into one plain Act of Parliament; in w 
ee me: ALE may be oe we 

are 
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are bold 70 ſay, the general Plan cannot bei im- 


| Here a - Queſtion naturally ariſes, 5 and 
in what Reſpects, can thoſe Amendments in 
our Corn Laws be made? To this, of -myſelf 
I preſume to ſay little, but what I have heard 
from ſome able Men, who ſeem to underſtand 
wo Affair, I ſhall take * LAY: to ur 
Let the Dung on Wheat be . e to 48. 
Quarter, and on other Grain in Proportion, 
and payable on Wheat to 40s. Rye to 268. 

Barley and Malt to 20s. yet when they exceed 
theſe Prices, and do not exceed the old Expor- 
tation Prices, let them be freely exported; and 
i when they exceed thoſe Prices, let Exportation 


f/ \ ceaſe, except as ought to be excepted, and then 


let Corn be imported at the preſent low Duties, 
till it ſhall have riſen, Wheat to 54s: and 
other Grain in Proportion; and, after that, Du- 
ty free, taking Care not to make the Law ſo 
poſitive, but that the King, by the Advice of 
his Council, when he ſhall think proper, ' tho? 
Corn may be under the Exportation Prices, 

may forbid the Exportation of every, or any 
Species thereof, for a Time to be limited: And, 
to prevent Confuſion, let the Juſtices of Peace, 
in each Quarter Seffions, and the Privy Coun- 
cil at all Times, have Power to enquire into 
the Prices of Corn in each Port, and certify 
the ſame to the Cuſtomer thereof, and let ſuch 
Prices, as they ſhall certify, for three Months 
after, be his Guide, except the King in Coun- 
cil ſhall order otherwiſe, in regard to paying the 
Bounty, [the preſent Method of obtaining 


which by Affidavit, in | regard to. the Market 
Price, 


4 
Price, when no ſuch Certificate is in Force in 
any Port, being ſtill obſerved] permitting the 
Export without Bounty, ſtopping the Exporta- 
tion, and permitting the Importation at the 
low Duty, or Duty free. | e 
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Two Things, they pretend, ought to be taken 
eſpecial Care of, viz. to guard againſt the 
Bounty being paid for Corn not exported, which 
they affirm formerly to have been the Cate, and 
to protect, at all Times, Perſons who may be 
engaged in carrying Corn, or Flour, from one 
Part of the Kingdom to another, that the whole 
may have, as near as may be, an equal Share 
of the Bleſſings of Providence; otherwiſe, whillt 
a Bounty may be paying in one Place for the 
Exportation of Corn, another Part of the 
Kingdom may almoſt- ſuffer Famine. So much 
for the general Laws about Corn. 
As to the Laws about Malt, it would be 
needleſs to mention them here, ſince they, in their 
Execution, are under the Commiſſioners of Exciſe. 
In regard to the Laws about Markets, they ſeem 
not full or explicit enough, or to be grown by the 
_ Alterations of Times in a manner uſeleſs, or ra- 
ther impoſſible to be uſed; beſides, the Statute 5 
and 6 of Edward v1. s far as relates to Weftmere- 
land, Cumberland, Chefter, Lancaſter ad York, 
and all foreign Victuals imported, except Fiſh an 
Salt, is by 5 and 13 of Elizabeth altered, or re- 
pealed; by Statutes 21 of James 1. and 3 of 
Car. i. till Wheat is 328. any Perſon may buy 
it + in Market or out of Market ; and by 15 of 
R | E. 1 5 31 Car. 
+ Add yet Howell, aſterwards Clerk of the Council, 
in a Letter from Rouen, dated Sept. 7, 1619, ſays Tis 
« true Eng/azd hath a good Repute abioad for her 


Ek 
Car. 11. this Act is further altered, as hath 
been before obſerved. 

A Notion hath ſome Time prevailed, that 
buying Corn by Sample is Foreſtalling, and 

contrary to Law, which ſeems to be a Miſtake. 
055 Statute of Edward vi. ſays ſo plainly what 

Foreſtalling is, that it may be wondered how 
ſuch a Notion could prevail. It is buying any 
Thing coming, or making a Bargain. for any 
Thing coming, before the, ſame ſnall be in the 
Market, or perſuading Perſons coming to ab- 
ſtain. Now what hath this to do with Samples ? 
In many, Places it is not practicable to bring all 
into the Market; ; or, if it were, would it be 
reaſonable ?.. Or could it ever be intended, that 
in ſuch Towns, and many ſuch there are, where 
from 500 to 2000, Quarters are ſold every 
Market, Day, and whoſe Inhabitants do not 
conſume 2000 Quarters of Bread-Corn in a 
whole, Year, every Part. of the Quantity ſold 
ſhould be pitched in the Market, after having 
been drawn many Miles, and that, perhaps, 
thro* very bad. Roads, to be drawn afterwards 
poſſibly another Way as many Miles more, nay 
ſometimes directly back again by the Farmer's 
own Door, to be ground, or put on Ship-board, 
either for the Uſe of diſtant Parts * the, King- 
dom, or foreign Parts. 

The Cuſtom, which is il rae} in Lon- 


Jon, of not ſuffering any Corn to be meaſured 
* ; till 


« Fertility, yet be our Harveſts never ſo kindly, and our 

« Crops never ſo plentiful, we have every Year, commonly 

« ſoine Grain from thence, (France) or from Dantzic, 

* and other Places imported by the Merchant.” The Al, 

| teration or different Situation' between theſe Times and 
thoſe in regard to our Plenty need not be meationed, 


(..36 3 
till a Sample is carried to the Lord Mayor, 
[who' is thereby not only apprized of its Ar- 
rival himſelf,” but alſo of its Fitneſs for Man's 
Uſe, and hath, by his Crier, an Opportunity to 
give Notice to the whole City of its Arrival, 
and then grants his Permit to the Perſon re- 


queſting to meaſure and take up his Corn, 


either Tor Sale, or to put in Grainaries] 
ſeems to explain this affair, and to have been art 
firſt-introduced to prevent foreſtalling. 

Regrating is ſelling things bought in the ſame 
Market, or within four Miles thereof, again, 
except to each Perſon for his Family, which, 
however, by Stat. 15 Car. 11. may now be 
done after three Months. 

Now, however neceſſary it may be to pete 
thoſe who, knowing the particular Sort of 
Corn that their Neighbours may want, or tak- 
ing advantage of ignorant, or idle People, which 
come late to market] engroſs what they can 
early in the Morning, and then, out of pure 
Friendſhip, ſpare it again on the ſame Day; yet 

the general and ſtrict Execution of this Clauſe 

would be hurtful ; for who would venture, in 
London more particularly, to buy and lay up 
any Corn when the Market is overſtocked, if 
he was obliged, either not to fell it in the ſame 
Market again at all, or- not till after three 
Months; or how would that Market be ſup- 
plied [moſt certainly very ſparingly] where any 
the leaſt Surplus muſt either be laid up at the 
Expence of the Importer, 'who generally wants 
the Money, or elſe ſold for next to nothing. 

So ſenſible were our Forefathers of this, that 
when Corn was imported, if the Importer could 

not ſell it but to Loſs, it — be 9 

5 | OY paying 
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paying a ſmall Duty, or Cuſtom; and during 


Times of Importation at this Day, if the Mer- 
chant takes the Precaution to report his Ship for 
Exportation, and keep her without the Pon, 
he may, if he diſlikes the Price, go where he 
pleaſes. 
Ingroſſing of Corn, is getting it into Poſſef- 
ſion with intent to fell it again, except by Per- 
ſons properly qualified, or Jawfully authorized, 
which every Man now is, till Wheat is 48s. by 
Statute 15 Car. 11, in regard to which enough 
hath been ſaid before. 
In this, as was before obſerved in 1 to 
the Corn-Laws, it is not intended to inſinuate, 


that no Laws can be enacted for the better Re- 


gulation of the Markets (for there certainly 
may) but only to ſhew, at leaſt, that we think, 
that the old Laws could not Lake the Intention, 
in their firſt Inſtitution, which ſome Men may 
imagine; and that, till every Market in the 
Kingdom is exactly, or at leaſt nearly, in the 
ſame Circumſtances, or the Growth of Corn is 


nearly the ſame throughout the whole Nation, 
no one general Law ſeems poſſible ta be made, 


which will properly, at all Times, and in all 
Cates, regulate them all; yet, it may be pre- 
ſumed, chat, upon Application from any parti- 
cular Place, the Parliament would paſs a tem- 


 porary Act to regulate their Markets, and their 
Experience might be of great Uſe in ſerving 
to ſhew, how far it would be proper to put other 


Places in the ſame, or like, Circumſtances on 
the ſame Footing. That which bids the faireſt 
to ſuit them all is, to cauſe a certain Hour for 
the opening of each Market to be fixed, and to 
make it penal to ſell any Corn before Notice i is 

given 
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given by 4 Bell, . \ acti — 5 


who are not in Time, may lame theniſelves. 

MNieaſures have been att 
ed to no Purpoſe, as appears many Ad 
ſince Magna Charts, whidh is — 2 
ago, by obliging all Perfons to uſe che hk; An. 
it may be feared, there ars Difficulties u he 
| ſurmounted, which may retard their Regulation 
as yet for a long while. in the mean time, if 
it were enacted, that in eve.y Market-houſe in 


Great-Britain, or ſome more conſpicugus Place 


in every Market- Town, the Contents of che | 


Buſhel, and other Meaſures, in Vinebeſter Quarts 
and Pints, ſhould be wrote up, and kept conti- 
nually legible, and every Perſon, Glling Corn 


there, ſhould be bound, without expreſs men- 


tion being made thereof, and in Caſe no ex- 
preſs mention be made at the Bargain. 
to the contrary, to deliver the Perſon to who 


he ſells the Quantity for the Buſhel, or other 
Meaſure, as fo wrote up, and at the ſame time 
it ſhould be prohibited to depart from the Ute - 


of the cuſtomary Meaſure to any other hut 
the legal, or Miucheſter Meaſure, 

Many good Ends might be anſwered. by 
this Regulation; every Stranger coming into the 
Market would know what Meaſure he is to ex- 


pect; and, if Certificates of the Meaſures uſed 


in each Market were tranſmitted to the Ex- 
ciſe, the whole might be made into a kind of Al- 
phabet, by which every Perſon would be enabled 
to find the various Meaſures uſed. in every Part 
of the Nation. 

The Statute. 15. Ca 11. fixes the Prices at 
which all other Sorts of Grain may be laid up. 


28 well as Wheat, and Stat. 1 Vill. and Ma, 
gives 


empeed te be geguler- 
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Bounty on the Exportation of Rye, Bar- 


- and Wheat Meal, as well as Wheat, but 
it was thought proper to take Notice of that 
only in this Eſſay in order to avoid Prolixity. 


The Prices of Wheat mentioned herein are 


taken from the Regiſter of Eton College, an 


Abſtract of which from 1646 here follows; 
and we will cloſe the whole with a Liſt of the 


Statutes . refe rred to. 


8 ; „ <& 

From 1646 to 1666 the N Price of the Qur of — 2 17 577 
1666 to 1686 — — _ 2 6 3 
1636 to 16 — T— — 2 3 94 
1706 to 1726 — — 2 4 9+ 

1726 to 1746 — „ 


nw — 1. 17. 8 


1746 to 1756 —— 
- Note, Theſe are the Prices of the very beſt 


Wheat; beſides the Meaſure there is full nine Gal- 

lons; fo that, allowing 2s for theFineneſs, and one 
Ninth for the Mealure, dhe Prices will ſtand 
Y eins, VIZ. 


| „ | E 
From 1646 to 168668 — — 2 4 4 Wincheſter Meaſure, 
1686 to 1755 — 115 1 Ditto. 


For th t hath 
For the laſt 70 YearsWhea 1 —5 y per Quarter 


been cheaper — — 


In 1688, the Bounty on Exportation was 
firſt given, and Wheat having on the Average 


been ſo much cheaper ever ſince ſhews, that 
the Law then made was a good Law, as well 


as 15 Car. 11. for, if only two Thirds of 


the Corn conſumed in Bread hath been Wheat, 
and the above Regiſter is true, the Money, 
which hath been ſaved annually in that Article 
only, amounts to above a Million and half 


of 


( 39 Y 
of Money ey; an almoſt incredible Sum, and more 
than four Times the Sum paid for Bounty on 
the Exportation of all Sorts of Corn in the Year 
of the N Export ever known; beſides 
the ready Money which hath been — into 
the N ation for the Corn he pong 
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LIST of the Srarurzs above referred to. 


Years len paſſed; * ok "Fs : 

1534 25 Hen. vin. 1. Cap 2. — 
gulating the Price of Victuals 

1548 — 5 and 6 Edward v1. Cap. 14: 
Againſt Ingroſſers, G c. 

N 1553 — 1 and 2 Pbil. and Mary, Cap. 5. 
"Licenfing for Exportation. 

1563 5 Eliz. Cap. 12. Alters 5 and 
6. Edward 1 In Regard to Buyers. | 
I571 13 Eliz. Cap. 13. Regulates the 

2 Se. 
1603 - 1 Fac. 1. Cap. 13. Ditto. 
1624 - 21 Fac. 1. Cap. 28. Ditto, and 
alters 5 and 6 Edward v1. {till more. 
1627 ——= 3 Car. 1. Cap. 4. Nearly the laſt 


Act repeated. 
1660 12 Car. 11. Cap. 4. Relates to 
— 700 59 * 
1663 15 Car. 11. Cap. 7 7. Ditto, and 


alters, or ſuſpends, 5 5 ; and 6 Edward vi. till 


Wheat is 48s. | 
1670 22 Car. 11. Cap: 13. Allows the 


Exportation after 48s. paying Cuſtom, and 
regulates the HERES: 4 


— * as 


* 
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1706 
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Emre s: William and Mary 


10 William 117. Cap. 2. From 


ebruary 10, no Export for ene Leah. 

1699 2 rI Eilan un. Cap. 3. From 
February 12 no Bounty for 9 Months. 

5 Anne, Cap. 29. Grants 2 Boun-. 

ty on Wheat Malt. 


1709 8 Anne, Cap. 2. No Erpertation 
for one Year. 
1729 2 George 11. Cap. 18. Regards 


the Importation. 

1732 5 George 11. _ 12. Ditto. 
2738 —+—-1+x George 11. Cap. Made Fe- 
8 to hinder Exportation. | 


1740 14 Geo. 11. Cap. No Exportat. 
15 Geo. 11. Cap. J for 1 Year. 


There may have been many more Statutes 
paſſed about Corn, but TORE ſeem to be moſt 


The following Papers paying füllen ined my 
Hands, I take the Liberty 8 add them as a 


proper e 
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T is now paſt all Doubt with the diſcerning 
Part of this Nation, that the preſent high | 
Prices of Grain proceed from the great Defi- 
ciencies that happened in the two laſt Crops. 
The firſt was almoſt entirely conſumed before 
the laſt was got well off the Ground; and the 
laſt proves extremely deficient, both in Quantity 
and Quality. 
It is therefore perfectly ae that an Ad- 
dition to the Quantity can alone relieve the Diſ- 
treſſes of the Poor and labouring People. It is 
this, and this only, which will reduce the pre- 
ſent exorbitant Price of Grain in the popu- 
lous, graſing, and manufacturing Counties, 
which never yield Grain ſufficient for their 
own Subſiſtence, where the Poor preſently la- 
bour under extreme Diſtreſs, and which, it is 
too greatly to be feared, muſt even increaſe, if 
ſome effectual Meaſures be not immediately 
taken for their Relief. 
It would be highly proper to ſuſpend the 
Duties on the — of all kinds of "= 


r e 
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for a limited Time, in order to encourage the 
bringing Corn from abroad to ſupply the Wants 
of che Poor, and thereby to ſupport the Trade 
and Manufactures of the Nation, which other- 
wiſe muſt ſuffer in a very high Degree. But 
at the ſame Time that the Legiſlature ſhould be 
attentive to ſuch Meaſures as will not only re- 
duce the preſent Prices, and prevent their 
going higher, they ſhould alſo be careful to 
prevent any unneceflary Conſumprion of foreign 
Grain; as that muſt drain the Ifland of fo 
much of her Treaſure, and in ſome Degree diſ- 
courage her Agriculture, and abate her Strength. 

To this End it is of high Importance, that 


the Communication be rendered as free and eaſy - 


as poſſible, from the growing Counties to thoſe 
who never produce enough for their own Con- 
ſumpt. The Legiſlature ought: therefore to 
confider, how to prevent the preſent riotous 
Proceedings of the common People, their ſeiz- 
ing on the Rivers and High-roads the Corn 


going to or coming from che public Markets 


or Shipping Ports, and ſelling it off, or other- 


wiſe diſtributing it as they pleaſe, in open De- 


fiance of the Laws. 
It is to be obſerved too, that theſe Proceed- 


ings demand the ſtricter Attention, that they 
prevail chiefly: in, the growing Counties, there- 
by preventing the Supplies from going to the 


"populous manufacturing Diſtricts, which are 


in real Want. The leaſt Evil that enſues from 


tuch Abuſes, is inhancing the Price in a great 


Degree, by increaſing the . and Charge of 
the Adventurer. | 

The old Laws which were made before Com- 
merce was well wnderſl 00d,  Thote, to wit, of 
| 1 che 


; — 
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the Zh a and 6 Edward VI. and of * «th of 
Elizabeth, ſeem- to have a conſiderable Ten- 
dency to increaſe the Prices to the manufactu- 
ring Counties. They lay many Reſtraints upon 
the Purchaſers of Corn, and ſubje& them to 
heavy Penalties, which they are liable to incur 
by very innocent Miſtakes, Hence Perſons of 
Character and Subſtance in many Places now 
decline all Concern or Adventure in Grain, to 
the great Detriment and Diſtreſs of the Diſtricts 
diſtant. from the Places of Growth, which were 
in uſe to be fupplied by their Means, and can 
hardly indeed be 51 otherwiſe. It is true, 
that, in order to abate the Rigour of theſe Sta- 
tutes, there was a Law paſſed in the 15th of 
Charles 11. whereby it was enacted, cap. 7. F. 4. 


« That when the Prices of Corn or Grain, 


« Wincheſter Meaſure, do not exceed the Rates 
4 following at the Mari-ts, Havens, or Places, 
« where the ſame ſhall be bought, vz. the, 


« Quarter of Wheat 488. the Quarter of Rye: 


6 328. the Oberer“ of Barley or Malt 28s. the, 
* of Buck Wheat 28s, the Qr. of Cats 138. 


« and 4d. the Qr. of Peaſe or Beans 32s. that 


*. 


« then it ſhall be lawful for all and every Per- 


; “ ſon and Perſons (not foreſtalling nor felling; 
« the ſame in the, ſame Mars et within three 
« Months after the buying thereof) to buy in 


open Markets, and to lay up, and keep in 
„ his or their Granaries. or Houſes, and to ſell 


Eb again ſuch Corn. or Grain of the Kinds aforte- 


/ 
if 


3 ſald, as without Fraud or Covin, ſhall have 


ce 3 bought at or under the Prices before 


40 are, without incurring any Penalty; 
640 Law Statute or Uſage to tue contrary 7 


" notwithſtanding,” 


S : 


. 
r 
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This Act, it muſt be acknowledged, does in 
ſome Degree mitigate the Acts of Edward and 
Elizabeth, But it is to be obſerved, that the 
Prices therein ſpecified bear no juſt Proportion 
to each other, eſpecially thoſe of Wheat, Bar- 
ley, and Oats ; the firſt being rated at 48s. the 
next at 28s. and the laſt at 13s. 4d. per Quar- 
ter. It is well known, that Wheat and Barley 
ſeldom now reach theſe Prices, but that good 
Oats exceed the Price at which they are rated 
almoſt as often as they fall ſhort of it. 

The Proportion may have been very juſt at 
the Time this Law was made; but the Altera- 
tion in Conſumption, Produce, or Quality, has 
put thoſe Articles on a very different Footing ; 
ſo that now, when Wheat bears the Price 51 
48s. the Quarter, and Barley 285. Oats cannot 
well be under 20 or 21s. | 

Mr. Kinz, a very ingenious and accurate 
Calculator, in his Computation of the Land- 
product of England given by Dr. Davenant, 
eſtimates, that, in a Lear of moderate Plenty, | 
the Wheat ſells at 28s. the Quarter, Rye at 
208. Barley at 168. Oats at 12s. and Peaſe and 

eans at 20s. He likewiſe tells us, that one 


/ tenth of Defe& in the Harveſt, will taiſe the 


Price of Corn about three tenths above the 
common Rate; that two tenths of Defect will 
advance the Price eight tenths, and three tenths - 
Deficiency will advance it about one and . If 
we ſuppoſe his Computation any Thing nearly 
juſt, and that the Price of Oats, in ordinary 
Yds of Plenty, may be rated at 128. a Quar- 
ter, ſurely their advancing above 138. 4d. muſt 
very frequently happen. To lay any Reſtraint 
therefore upon the purchaſing of Oats when at 


that Kate, is doing great Injuſtice to the Far- 
mers 


| ( 6). 

mers and Landholders of the growing Counties; 
as well as to thoſe which always ſtand in need 

of Supply; preventing the firſt from obtaining 
ſo good Prices as they might and ought to ob- 
| train, and the others from being ſupplied ſo free- 
ly, and on ſuch eaſy Terms, as they would if 
they were relieved from ſuch Reſtrictions.;- 


It would be proper therefore, that a Review 


was made of this Law; thac the buying of 
Oats was relieved from any Reſtraint, except 
when they ſhall exceed 208. to 21s; the Quar- 
ter, which will bring them on a par with other 
Grain contained in the Act of Charles 11. It is 
ſurely for the Advantage of the whole Nation, 
that no Part of it ſhould enjoy a Monopoly 
againſt another; and that every Part ſnould be 
cultivated to the greateſt Advantage. Some 


Diſtricts are found moſt. proper for Tillage: 
others for Graſing; the Produce ' of both is 


equally neceſſary for the Support of the Peo- 

ple. The Legiſlature ought therefore, at all 
Times, to have in view the rendering the Cir- 
culation of the different Products into all Quar- 
ters of the Kingdom as eaſy and free from 
Reſtraint as poſſible: For every Reſtraint muſt 
leſſen the Value to the Grower, and inhance 
the Price to the Conſumer; eſpecially when the 
Article conſumed is to be brought from Places 
that are diſtant. The immediate reviſing of 

this Statute becomes the more neceſſary, that 
the Juſtices of the Peace, in the Counties of 
Northumberland and Durham, have refuſed to 
give Licences for the buying of Corn in the 
Terms pointed out by Law, though the Price 
of Oats is far from being high in thoſe Coun- 
ties; and it is well known, that e 


11 
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has, within thirty Years paſt, ſo increaſed in 
te firſt of them, that the People cannot even 


in the very worſt Year, conſume near the Pro- 
duce of that County: So if ſome Method is 
not taken, to check the ro het oy riorous Diſ- 
poſition of the People there, and to relieve all 
Doubts and Difficulties which the Juſtices may 
have in regard to the Laws, the Corn there may 
be coopt up in the Hands of the Farmers with- 
out Sale, to the Detriment of the landed In- 
tereſt, and Diſtreſs of the manufacturing Coun- 
ties, which conſume Oats in Bread, and demand 
immediate Supplies. It nay alſo occaſton an 
unneceſſary Exportation of the Nation's Sub- 
ſtance, by creating greater Demand from abroad 
| for chat Article, than would be requiſite, if the 
_ the Communication between the growing and 
if manufacturing Counties was rendered free, open, 
and ſafe. Therefore, if any Meaſure ſtuld 
de taken for ſuſpending the Duties on Impor- 
tation of Grain, it is of great Importance, that 
ſomething effectual ſhould, in the firſt place, 
be done towards quelling the preſent riotous 
Spirit that too much prevails ; and rendering 
te purchaſing and Tranſportation of Oats, 
from the growing Counties to the diſtant Mar- 
kets, as ſafe and TOY as that or any other | 
Grain: + 
To thoſe who have Occaſi ion to know the 
Situation of the Kingdom in regard to that 
Article, the ſuſpending the Duties upon the 
Impattation of Grain appears every Day more 
and more requiſite, to preſerve the Lives of 
many of his Majeſty's Subjects. It is, how- 
ever, a Meaſure that ought to be conducted 


if will: d ne" leſt Abe landed Intereſt 


and 


(( % 
and Agriculeare of the Nation ſhould fuer by 
too. large 1 mportation. 
he Duties ought 3 to be when 01 
only for a me Time, with Power to his 
Maelty and. Council to prolong. the Time, a1 
they ſee Cauſe. On the other hand, Supplies: 
from abroad are - abſolutely neceſſary, and this: 
Nation can only have them from Countries that 
lie very diſtant; therefore the Time of Suſpen- 
ſion. ſhould not be too much limited, leſt it 
fruſtrate the Intention, by preventing many 
Perſons from adventuring upon ſuch Uncer- 
tainty as they mult. be under, whether they 
ſhall be allowed to import the Corn after it 
ſhall arrive; che Duties upon every kind of 
Grain, except Oats, being equal to a Prohibi-- 
tion, unleſs the Prices Fey go {0 high/as can 
happen only from the moſt dilmal Famine. 
As the Culture of Land is of the. higheſt 
Importance to this Nation, every Way of 2. 
couraging Agriculture ought to be carefully 
ſought after and cheriſhed; and every viſible, | 
Obſtruction to its Improvement, and whatever 
tends to leſſen the Value of its Product, ought 
to be removed. It were a Pity an Opportunity 
of doing any Thing to anſwer theſe Ends ſhould-- 
be loſt; and none can offer more favourable: 
than the preſent, when the Scarcity of Corn 
has occaſioned à Bill on that Subject to * 
brought into Parliament. 5 
One great Hindrance, and needleſs Load. ; 
upon carrying the Produce of the Lands of 
Britain to the proper Markets within the Iſland, 
is that of exacting Coalt-Cockets, and Bonds 
under high Penalties, for all Corn that may be 


tranſported coaſtwiſe, from one Place of Britais 
to 


. —8 
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to another, without the Bounds of any naviga- 
ble River. This Method is attended not only 
with very great Delay and Charge to all Perſons 
concerned in the ſhipping of Corn, but alfo with 


the greateſt Trouble and Hindrance to the Na- 


Vigation and there have been Inſtances, where- 
in, by Neglect of ſending the proper Certifi- 
cates for relieving theſe Bonds, that ſome Mari- 
ners and others have been ruined by Proſecu- 
tions following thereupon, though there is not 
the leaſt Neceſſity for any ſuch Securities being 

anted; and it might be ſhewn, that, in ma- 
ny Caſes, the taking of them may be even hurt⸗ 
ful to his Majeſty's Revenue. 

By the Act 13th and 14th of Charles 11. in- 
titled, An Alt for preventing Frauds and Abuſes 
— his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, it is enacted, That 

if any Goods, Wares, or Merchandiſes ſhall - 
« be ſhipped, or put aboard, to be carried forth 
<« to the open Sea, from any Port, Creek, or 
C Member, &c. to be landed at any other 
« Place of this Realm, without a Sufferance or 


| 66 Warrant firſt had and obtained from the Ma- 


<« nagers of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms ; all ſuch 
«© Wares and Merchandiſe ſhall be forfeited, - 


% and the Maſter injoined, before the Ship be | 


« removed out of the Port, to take out a 


« Cocket, and become bound for Delivery 


de and Diſcharge thereof in the Port for which 
de the ſame ſhall be entered, or ſome other 
„ Port within the Realm, and to return a Cer- 
« tificate of the Goods being ſo landed and | 


* diſcharged.” 
Upon this Law is founded the Profiics: of | 
taking Bond, Sc. But it is evident by the 


very Title and Nature of the Statute, that it 
Was 


=» 
| was intended to prevent Frauds. and Abuſes in 


landing and ſhipping, new Entries, &c. to 
intitle him to the Bounty, he is totally cut off 
. from this Meaſure, by the Impoſbility of get- 
ting his Coalt-bond relieved by a proper Cer- 
- tificate of the Corn being landed in Britain. 
Such Circumſtances have happened, and will 
frequently happen in the Corn Trade; and it 
may be prudent for the Merchant to take 
this Cult eſpecially when the Corn on board 
is of the Kind 00 "the ſmalleſt Bounties 
RN 


+ Being fraudulent ly carried out of it, [the Eingcom] 
Poſſibly no Law is more rigorouſly carried, at all Times, 
into Execution than the above; how then can there be ary 
of thole illegal Exports, which were ſaid lately, in Print, 
o be {0 notorious, as to need no Proof. — FEY 


(50 ) 
are allowed. In this View of the. Thing, the 
Practice of Bonds, is hurtful to the Revenue, 
as welf as the Merchant. And no doubt man 
ot eu, in this Situation wouid have gone 
abroad, without the Bounty, if the Coaſt- ſecu- 
rity had not ſtood in the Way. 

Theſe Securities therefore for. Corn carried 
coaſtwiſe, ſerve no End but to raiſe high Fees 
10 Cuſtom Houſe Officers, to delay and retard 
Navigation; eſpecially when the Cargoes may 
be loaded at Creeks perhaps ten or twenty 
Miles diſtant from the Cuſtomhouſe, they often 

_ occaſion Veſſels to loſe their Paſſage, or come 
too late to Market, and put the Shipmaſters to 
conſiderable Charges, in travelling ſo far to 
give their Securities, and to Trouble, in find- 
ing Bondſmen to join them; beſides the great 
Trouble and Expence that is incurred after- 
Wards, by procuring Certificates, and tranſ- 
mitting them to the different Cuſtomhouſes for 

| cancelling the Bonds. 

It is evident, that all this Charge and Trou- 
Wi may be conſidered as a needleſs Burden on 

. cairying the Produce of the Lands of Great 
Britain to Market. 3 

And it is not to be doubted, that the Cuſ- 
tom of taking Bonds and Cock; ts for home 
Corn carried coaſtwiſe would have been abo- 
liſhed, when that valuable Law Was made for 
g ving Bounties on Corn exported, if the above 
Obſervations had then occurred to the Legiſla - 
ture. | 

It it ſhould ſeem —— to riſk hurting ſo va- 
luabie an Object as the Culture ot Land i 
Britain, by ſuſpending, even at ſuch a ; 

ture as this is, the Duties on loreig zn Corn im- 


Ported; 


eK 
imported; why allow that Land to continue 
loaded with a Tax on its Produce, when car- 
ried coaſtwiſe, which anſwers no good Purpoſe, 
and which in itſelf is oppreſſive and abſurd? _ . 
Tue City of London got free of this oppreſ- 

ſive Cuſtom, by Statute, Imo Anne, cap. 26. 
for the whole River Thames, and the Coaſt be- 
tween the Promontory called the North-Fore= 
land on the South, and the Promontory called 
the Naſe on the North. 

The Preamble. of this Statute declares how 
grievous, a Thing it was at that Time; and 
that the Officers taking Cockets and Bonds, and 
exacting, Fees for the ſame, was oppreſlive | and 
illeg l 1 5 
Ought not ly the whole Kingdom to be 
freed now in the ſame Manner, by a Clauſe in- 
ſerted in the Corn Bill now depending, DE- 
CLARING, That, for the future, Permits 
or Tranſires only ſhall be neceſſary for Grain 
carried coaſtwiſe from one Part of the Kingdom 
of Britain to another, at all Times while that 
Commodity may be lawfully exported upon 
Bounty, or without Payment of Duties; and 
that while Corn is prohibited to be exported, 
as at preſent, Bonds and Cockets ſhould be 


exacted as formerly. 
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HE Crops in Britain and Ireland in the 

Tear 1755 were very ſcanty; and it is 
certain, that, on the Approach of the laſt Harveſt, 
which proved late, ſeldom, in the Memory of 
Man, has a ſmaller Stock of old Grain been 
known in theſe Iſlands. 

The laſt Seaſon of 1756, from its Beginning, 
was extremely unfavourable; Thouſands of 
Acres remained unſown; and the bad Condition 
in which many more were ſown, rendered them 
uncapable of producing a good Crop, altho* 
favourable Weather had followed. It is cer- 
tain, that the Weather during the Spring, Sum- 
mer and Harveſt, was generally unfavourable; 
great Quantities of Grain periſhed by the Rains 
and Winds, and moſt of what remained proved 
defective, both in Quantity and Subſtance, by 
its not duly ripening; and, whatever People 

prejudiced or ignorant of the general State of 
theſe Matters may affirm, it is a melancholy 
Truth, that the Crops, tho middling, or even 
good, for ſome Kinds of Grain, in particular 
Counties, have at no Time, during thirty Years 
paſt, thro* Pritain and Ireland, proved more 
ſcanty upon the whole. 

In 
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In this Situation, it is the Duty of every one 
who wiſhes well to his Country, to ſuggeſt al! 
reaſonable Merhods by which the preſent Exor- 
birancy in the Price of Grain may be corre&ted, 
and the deſtructive Conſequences of another 
backward [Seaſon or bad Crop may be prevented. 
This is in all Reſpects the more neceſſary, as 


the Effects of the laſt bad Seaſon have been 


almoſt equally felt over the greateſt Part of 
the Northern Continent of Europe, and as a 

Scarcity in any one Country muſt neceſſarily” 

affect the Prices of Grain in every neighbouring: 
Count! 
The Legiſlature hay wiſely prohibited all 
Exportation of Grain; but it may be doubted 
whether this prudent Precaution will of itſelf 
be ſufficient for preventing the Calamities which 
another bad Seaſon may produce. | „ 
Experience has ſhewn, that the Price of no 

ſort of Grain has been reduced by this Meaſure, 
though, at this Time of the Year, Corn is ge- 

nerally brought moſt plentifully by the Farmers 
to Market. This alſo affords a ſtrong Proof, 
that, without the ſeaſonable Prohibition of Ex- 
port, the Prices would have run higher, and 


that there is a real Defect in the Quantity of 


Corn in both Iſlands. 

To prevent the F oreſtalling and ingroſſing of 
Corn, eſpecially in the Neighbourhood of a 
great City or Town, where the Millers, Bakers, 
Maltſters, Sc. may themſelves purchaſe from 
the Growers directly, and take off all the Pro- 
duce, is moſt neceſſary, and ſtrict Attention 
_ ought to be given to the Execution of this 
Meaſure; but it may be doubted how far the 


Prices of Grain will be lowered, by me 
| * 


„ 
the antient Laws againſt Foreſtallers and In groſ- 
fers, in their full Latitude; and many — a 
Opinion, that the late well intended Proclama- 
tion has rather been burtful, as otherwiſe, in 
kat Reſpect. | 
The Counties which are moſt populous, and 
where Manufactures chiefly flouriſh in both 
Inands, generally grow leis Corn, than the 
ether Counties Jeſs populous: and leſs Manu- 
facturing. Thus many Countries on the Eaſt 
Coait generally fupply others on their own Side, 
but particularly the Weſt Coaſt of the Iſland, 
even m Times of Plenty. 
It is natural, and indeed reaſonable, at firſt 
View, for People to think, that in Times of 
Scarcity there ſhould be no Interpoſition, if poſ- 
 fible, between the Grower and the Conſumer, 
or at leaſt the Manufacturer of Grain; but this, 
in fact, is generally impracticable, unleſs ſo 
far as the Produce in the Neighbourhood of a 
great City or Town will go. | 
The Corn therefore neceſſary for ſupplying 
diſtant Places or Counties has always, and ge- 
nerally muſt be bought and tranſported to the 
Places where the Demand is, by Merchants, or, 
others of Subſtance and Knowledge in chat a 
Branch of Buſineſs. } 
It is obvious the Growers and doen 
of Grain, and far leſs the Conſumers; cannot 
engage in ſuch Purchaſes and Tranſportation of 
Corn to or from diſtant Places. It is allo ob- 
vious, that the Contractors for the Sale of ſuch 
Corn, or the Agents who may be employed for 
the Purchaſe of it in the growing Counties, 
muſt collect great Quantities at different places, 


__ Opportunities of Shipp'ng can be obtained 
tor 


„ 
for carrying it off; and this Practice, however 
0 neceſſary for the Sup pply of diſtant Places of the 
Iſland, comes winks? the Letter of the old Sta 
tutes againſt foreſtalling and ingroſſing of Corn. 
This is more particularly ſo in the Caſe ff 
Oats or Oat- Meal, which by the Statute Ch. 12. 
Chap. 15. cannot be bought without Licences, 
Sc. when Oats are above 138. 4d. per Quarter. 
Now, as this Price bears no Proportion to char 
of Other Grain mentioned i in that Act, the Re- 
gulation is hurtful in many Parts of the Ifland, 
eſpecially thoſe the moft remote from the Capi- 
tal; and it is inconceivable, how ſuch a D. 
roportion ſhould have been eſtabliſied between 
the Price of Oats and other Grain in that Act. 
The Conſequence of the late Proclamation 
"Hibs been, in many growing or ſhipping Coun- 
ties, to make the common People: riotous, and 
to prevent the buying or ſhippiag of Corn even 
in ſuch Quartersot the Country where it can be 
pared, and where the Prices are moderate. 
It being natural for the common People, in 
ſuch Times, to wiſts for Corn ftill e and 
to prevent any Thing being ſhipped or going 
out of their Bounds, N if the Lettrr 
of rke Law gives the Dy Countenance to ſuch 
4 Procedure. 

The Effect of this "M od deln 10 to flop 
all Purchaſes, and to diſtreſs the diſtant! and 
populeus Places, which depend on their Sup- 
plies Coaſt- ways, even in Time of Plenty. 
Many ſuch Places ate in the Kingdom, which 
might be enumerated if the Fact were not weil 
known; and they begin already to feel this In- 
convemiency, jt having gone to ſuch a Height, 
that the Tranſportation of . Corn from 4 = 


1 

Place to another at the Diſtance of a few Miles 
to and even from the Sea Coaſt, has been vio- 
lently interrupted by the Populace. . | 

Dr. Davenant, a judicious Writer, has. os 
ſerved bfry Years ago, That a Review of our 
antient Laws concerning Corn was / neceſſary, 
for they were in no ways ſuited to the State of 
the Kingdom, Increaſe of People, and other 
Circumſtances of the then Times. The Obſer- 
vation will more foreibiy apply to the | Flag 
1 

This Author's T houghts on this Subject are 
worthy of Peruſal at preſent, as he points out 
ſome Methods for preventing Dearths for the 
future, though not indeed applicable in a ſcarce 
Lear. He expoſes in the cleareſt Light the fa- 
tal Conſequences of a Dearth, eſpecially to a 
Trading Nation; ſuch Conſequences indeed as 
he mentions are not to be dreaded in our 
Times. Our Agriculture has been ſo im- 
menſely improved by the wiſe Inſtitutions of 
Bounties on Corn exported; Commerce is more 


practiſed and better underſtood; and it may 


alſo be reaſcnably ſuppoſed, that our Merchants 
having both more Knowledge and Capital than 


in former Times, will, by Importations from 


; 
— 


one Quarter of the World or another, always 
Prevent a Scarcity from becoming intolerable. 
But whatever is done by the Legillature for 
regulating the Inland —— of Corn, if 
no other Meaſures. are taken, it will be only 
feſtering the Wound, and in no ſort remove the 
' growing Evil; it may indeed make Corn cheap- 
er for a Time in ſuch Counties where it can be 


ſpared, ard where it is already moderate, but 


©» % 
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it will doubly diſtreſs the diſtant and manu- 
facturing Places. yn Oo 

uantity is wanted; and nothing but an ad- 
_ ditional Quantity brought to Market can ef- 


fectuate the good End propoſed, and enable the | 


Poor to purchaſe at an eaſy Rate. 2 

This may be done in two Ways ; and both 
will be neceſſary at preſent ; firſt, by prohibi 
ting for a limited Time the Diſtillery from 
Wheat in Britain, which will add immenſely to 

the Quantity for Bread; and, ſecondly, by 
ſuſpending the Duties on all Corn that may be 
imported, at leaſt for ſome Months, or while 
the Prices keep high at Home. | 
As to the firſt, without entering into the 
Arguments for or againſt Diſtillery in general, 
it ſeems natural and abſolutely neceſſary to pro- 
hibit Diſtillers the Uſe of Wheat, at leaſt for 
a Time; if that be true which is aſſerted with 
great Appearance of Reaſon, that half the 
Wheat that comes to the Market of London at 
preſent is bought by Diſtillers; that more of 
that Grain is conſumed by them alone within 
England in a Ycar than weu'd maintain 560,000 
Perions *, or than the whole Quantity of W heat 
which is conſumed in this Iſland northward of 
Tork. Certainly the ſaving ſuch a Quantity of 
Corn at this Juncture is very deſirable and ne- 
ceſſary. | 0 1 | 

As. to any Encroachment on the Revenue 
thereby, without queſtion, in our preſent Situa- 
tion, that is a tender Point; but it is ſuppoſed 
the Wheat ſo uſed pays little if any Thing 2 


„ Obſervator was greatly impoſed on in this; I am 
credibly informed they never uſed near one fixth Part of a 


| Quantity ſufficient fur that Purpole, 


r eee 
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the Malt Tax, . and any Deficiency ſuſtained 
thereby may be more than compenſated by the 
Increaſe of Duties on Spirits made from Barley» 
Malt, by the ſaving of the whole Bounties on 
Coin and Malt exported this Year, and by the 
additioral Duties + on foreizn and American Spi- 
rits that may be imported to ſupply the Want 
of our own made from Wheat. 

As to the ſecond Part, viz, The encouraging 
of Importations from abroad, there is no doubt, 
if we are not too dilatory in our Reſolutions, | 
but we can have Corn from America, the 
Southern Parts of Europe, Barbary, and poſſi- 
bly ſome Places nearer Home. Bur the pre- 
ſent Duties on moſt Grain, eſpecially Wheat, 


| Rye, and Peaſe, are in effect equal to a Prohi- 


bine. The Duty on Oats is indeed low, but 


it would ſtill be a ſufficient Profit to the Import- 


er, and conſequently an Encouragement to 
bring them into the Kingdom, 

Why then may not all Duties on Corn im- 
ported be ſuſpended for ſome Months, until the 
Appearance of next Crop be ſeen, or until 
Prices at home become moderate? The Intereſt 
of the public Revenue will not be affected by 
this, it being indeed our Happineſs, that, for 
nineteen years in twenty, theſe Duties produce 
little or nothing: And as to any Objections 
from the Landholders and Farmers, or the 
Dealers in home Corn, whoſe, Gains may be 
leſſened by this Meaſure, they ought to be 
diſregarded at a Time when the Condition of 
the Pobre is ſo diſtreſsful. 

If theſe Methods are purſued, large tone 
Quantities will come to Market. The very 


A pprehenſion of a tree Import of — Gra, 
or 


+ The Author means Increaſe. 
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or the Appearance of a few Cargoes thereof in 
our Ports, will induce all the Hoarders of 
Home-Grain, whether Farmers or Dealers, to 
bring it out to Market, and the Prices will of 
courſe be lowered for the Poor. „ 

QUANTITY, and that alone can fruſtrate 
all Attempts to ingroſs or foreſtall. If there 
be a good Crop, or a proper Quantity of Grain, 
either at home or from abroad, to be got for 
the Market, no Art or Scheme can inhance the 
Price of Grain, whatever ſpeculative Perſons. 
may fancy to themſelves; and if there be a bad 
Crop, and the Quantities of Grain be ſcanty, _ 
no Art or Regulation of Government will keep 
the Prices low, . „ 

Theſe Methods will, it is hoped, ſerve our 
Purpoſe, if the next Seaſon ſhould prove early 

and favourable; but if theſe Methods ſhould 
fail, or the Seaſon in any degree ap back- 
ward, a total Prohibition of Diſtillery, and 
perhaps even of Malting, may be neceſſary. 
But it would ſeem that a ſmall Bounty upon all 
Corn imported for a limited Time, over and 
above the Suſpenſion of the Duties, might an- 
ſwer the end better, and with leſs real Loſs or 


Ineonvenience to the Revenue or Kingdom. 


Theſe two Papers appear to have been print - 
ed about a Year, and are here copied exactly, 
except the Quotation out of 15 Car. 14. in the 
firſt, which is copied from the Statute. 
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